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2024 Calendar of Events 
 
The Holiday Craft Fair: December 7, 10:00 – 4:00 

 
After December 8, the Garden House will remain   
closed until March, although the garden itself will 

remain open. 
Visit our website often for up to date details. 

Share your photos of CHG on our Facebook page. 

 

   

 
 
We would like to recognize our Tuesday 
Hostess, Julie McDonald.  Julie has been a 
wonderful hostess, volunteering every Tuesday, 
plus filling in a few extra days every month for 
any other hostess absence.  She is an amazing 
baker and often brings goodies on Tuesday 
when the Gardeners are there.  She has always 
made food items for our annual Tea.  
 
Julie has made a big contribution of her time  
as a CHG Hostess and volunteer baker. 
Unfortunately, Julie may be moving out of our 
area. We will certainly miss her!  

 ~Jenny Dahrens 

The Oakleaf Hydrangea in full autumn color 

  

This has been quite a year, full of the expected 
and unexpected, for the Connie Hansen Garden 
and in our wider world.  Here at the Garden the 
hellebores are beginning to bud, a comforting 
sight in December, Mother Nature at her best. 
 
May you all have a blessed holiday season and 
new year.  We look forward to seeing you in 
2025. 

~Kathie Arehart, CHG President 
 

“And now let us welcome the New Year 
Full of things that have never been” 

~Rainier Maria Rilke 
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  ~Karen Brown and Nancy Chase 
 

A few weeks ago, volunteers at Connie Hansen 
Garden met with Herb Piekow, an old friend of 
Connie’s in her later years. Herb was visiting 
relatives who live nearby and spent an 
afternoon with the volunteers here.  He knew 
Connie’s garden well back then, and 
appreciated that we had kept the same bed 
formations that Connie had set up.    
  
We shared a slideshow of photos that Connie 
had taken over the years, showing the way 
specific plants started out when she planted 
them, some of which can be seen today as 
mature specimens.  Her photos included some 
visitors that we had wondered about. Herb 
knew them all, including Jack Richards. 
 
Herb said that he and Jack used to visit Connie 
to help her with whatever garden tasks she was 
working on at the time.  According to Herb, 
there was a lot of weeding and sometimes 
some planting.   We knew that Connie 
frequently moved her rhododendrons to 
different beds to create better color harmonies, 
but according to Herb, she used to ask Jack to 
do the digging and replanting for her, often 
moving fairly large rhodies. 
  
Those who attended and met Herb enjoyed 
hearing his stories of time spent with Connie. 
We appreciated the information we gained and 
the opportunity to get acquainted with him.  
Thank you, Herb! 

 
 

                                     ~Joan Erlanger 
 
Despite the rainy weather, we’ve been busy  
with fall cleanup, which includes collecting 
seed, cutting back spent bloom stalks, removing 
annuals, and heading back the Siberian Irises.  
The irrigation system upgrade has been 
concluded.  Tom and Terry continue to tweak it 
as necessary. 
 
Bed restoration projects are ongoing, with the 
focus on a few areas where most of the shrubs 
have been removed.  We are digging out 
stumps and weeding these areas which have 
become a haven for invasive native weeds, 
especially buttercup and rhizomatous grass.  
Permanent borders are gradually being installed 
to slow down the invaders.  
 
The Japanese Iris bed (I. ensata) has finally 
been replanted, after a summer that occupied 3 
volunteers for at least 8-10 weeks.  The starts 
we potted up last fall have been resettled in the 
iris bed with 4 bales of peat moss and organic 
fertilizers worked into the soil. 
 
The entrance “island” has been replanted with 
‘Tete-a-tete’ daffodils and Iris reticulata.  We 
should see the latter blooming in January. 
 
The slope heading into the garden from 34th 
Street has been graded, weeded, and covered 
with jute fabric to prevent erosion.  A mix of 20 
pounds of daffodils, donated by Blake’s 
Nursery, has been planted on the east side of 
the back entrance. 
 

 
The sweep of daffodils will be a welcoming sight. 
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[Garden Doings continued] 
With the return of the rainy season, we are 
experiencing some flooding problems due to 
plugged drainage pipes.  We had hoped to have 
the drainage system upgraded this fall, but we 
will need to find a reliable contractor.  Tom and 
Terry have been doing their best to manage the 
gushers. 
 
At long last, there has been time to tidy up and 
clean the tool shed.  Handles have been oiled, 
fertilizers and foliar sprays organized.  Hand 
tools will need sharpening soon, so we can 
begin pruning duties during dormancy.  The sill 
on the west wall has been taking on water, so 
we are in the process of drying that area out.  
(Kitty litter is fabulous!)  Looks like we will need 
to remove soil that is up against the foundation, 
seal the concrete and fill a trench with rock to 
prevent recurrence, weather permitting.  Even in 
the rainy season, there is plenty to keep our 
little cohort of volunteers busy and muddy.  
Looking ahead, seed ordering season is here. 
With the flood of catalogs starting to arrive 
come the dreams of next spring’s delights.  

Using Connie Hansen's journal entries 
as inspiration 

~Connie Peabody 
It should be no surprise to any of us that Connie 
was busy in her garden in the late fall 
months.  You can tell from Joan’s article that 
our volunteers sure are!  For Connie, it could be 
flooding of the stream, clearing out the late 
summer leftovers, moving plants, the usual 
preparation for winter and gathering material for 
wreaths. Lots of entries about how pleased she 
was for the wreath harvest.  She and many 
friends like her friend Herb who recently visited 
the CHG gave each other holiday gifts of their 
garden bounty.   
  
Wreath materials that Connie gathered from her  
garden over the years are Redwood, Pine, 
"Chamaecyparis fluffy and plain" as well as 
Cupressocyparis, variegated Holly with berries, 
Ivy runners and Juniper. 

 
Question:  Do you do any of these things 
that Connie did?   
 
Many of these items came from a chat with 
Herb Piekow, a close friend of Connie's who 
recently visited the garden.  Others come from 
volunteers who knew Connie and added to the 
list. 
 
How would you answer? 
  

• Pet the plants as you go by 
- A few do 

• Talk to your favorite plants  
- Several like doing this 

• Believe the gardening community lifts 
your soul? - A big YES! 

• Love speaking the real names of 
plants/flowers/trees  
- Almost everyone does 

• Move plants around the garden  
- Of course :) 

  
The volunteers added the follow items: 
 

• Warm my bones by the fire after a long 
day in the garden 

• Think about the garden before drifting off 
to sleep 

• Hang gloves up to dry 
• Nursery hop and impulse buy plants 

 
 

 
The pond is fed by the water that flows below the garden.  

The red flowers are Hesperantha coccinea, 
 formerly known as Schizostylis. 
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The Holiday Craft Fair is returning to Connie 

Hansen Garden!  A variety of vendors are busy 

creating their wares for sale, handcrafted gifts 

and ornaments, beautifully displayed. 

We will have hot cider, coffee and cookies.  You 

are invited to join us on December 7th from 10 

am to 4 pm.  

 

“Of all designed landscapes, the garden is the 

purest - the garden may imitate nature or be an 

extension of the architecture of the house, in 

both cases the design must accommodate the 

influences of the natural world: the climate, 

exposure and aspect, the soil & the indigenous 

vegetation (better known as weeds.)” 

Excerpt from Connie Hansen Journal – 

unknown author but in Connie’s writing style 

 

MEMBERSHIP  
 

If you are not currently a member and would like to 
be, the options are listed below.  Payments may be 
sent to:  CHGC, PO Box 776, Lincoln City, OR 97367. 
 
There are no meetings and no requirements.  
Benefits of membership include this quarterly 
publication, a 10% discount in our gift shop and the 
joy of knowing you are helping to save this beautiful 
garden!  
 
____Individual  $25               ____Family  $35 
____Senior individual  $15       ___Senior family $25    
____Supporter  $100                ___Sponsor  $500 
____Business Supporter $100 
 
____Please send my  "Gazette"  by Email!   
        The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos 
        of the garden in its seasons. 
 
    
Name____________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Phone____________________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________ 
 

             
 

 
Editors:  Nancy Chase and Connie Peabody  

 
The Garden is always open from dawn to dusk 
for the public to visit, walk the pathways, or sit 
and enjoy.  The Garden House will be open 
from 10:00 to 2:00 daily and staffed with 
volunteers until after the Holiday Craft Fair.  
After December 8, the house will remain closed 
until March.  

 


