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2025 Calendar of Events

Coming up soon!

Arlon Gilliland Exhibit: "A Visual Mix"
June 1 - August 31, 2025

Visit our website often for up to date details.

Share your photos of CHG on our Facebook page.
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Candelabra primroses enjoy the

N 3 &
wet soil.

-

Fragrant rhododendron ‘Coastal Spice’

From the President’s Desk....
Spring Bloomers

In May the garden is dressed in its most flamboyant
finery, azaleas and rhodies in full bloom. Iris and
candelabra primroses and other flowers are coming
on too, for more color.

This is a perfect time for our Mother’s Day tea, held
May 10. It was wonderful as always, enjoyed by all.
Many thanks to Jenny Dahrens, who coordinates
the whole event, and the many CHG volunteers who
help make it a huge success.

Thanks are also due to those volunteers who work
diligently on the garden beds year round. If getting
your hands dirty, or chatting with visitors to the
garden sounds interesting to you, consider
becoming a garden volunteer or hostess. We
always welcome more !

~Kathie Arehart, CHG President
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Garden Report

~Priscilla Patterson

Spring arrived quite suddenly in the Connie
Hansen Garden this year, after what seemed
like a rather protracted period of cold overnight
temperatures, which set things back a bit.
Nevertheless, once growth began and buds
started to open, you could see the progress on
a daily basis.

Rhoodendron ‘Lem’s Cameo’ harmonizes with the
June foliage of the Japanese Maple above it.

We've often said that in late April and early
May, the garden is at its peak, and despite all of
the changes and loss of the past couple of
years, that still holds true. The remaining
rhododendrons and azaleas have been putting
on a glorious show this year and early perennial
growth and bloom, though slightly delayed, is
vigorously abundant.

This early black Peony goes well with the rh
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There are some notable standouts worth
mentioning that are causing comment this
season, and should not be overlooked if you are
planning a visit soon. Just east of the 34th
street entrance is a magnificent Gunnera
tinctoria (aka Dinosaur food) that is now in its

3rd year, and clearly blissfully happy in its
present location. So much so, that we have
planted a couple more young plants in this area,
and plan to add two more later in the year.
Luckily, these plants seed quite prolifically when
they're growing in a location that suits them and
we have a goodly supply from volunteer Tom.
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Gunnera hides its red cones to avoid hungry dinosaurs.

Another plant that is making quite the statement
this season in the Rheum palmatum, growing
under the Red Oak, a little east of the Gunnera
on the creek side. It is an ornamental rhubarb
with large, heavily incised leaves that have a
reddish glow. This year the Rheum has put up
a magnificent bright red flower spike that
exceeds six feet in overall height, lending a
sculptural appearance to the plant. Definitely
not to be missed!
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Now you have to look up to see the blossom overhead.



[Garden report Continued]
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The odor of Skunk Cabbage is all in the mind.

One other spring blooming plant makes my list
this year as a garden standout, namely the
Western Skunk Cabbage, Lysichiton
americanus. Although this is a native not
usually considered either ornamental or
desirable, it will naturalize enthusiastically in a
boggy, shaded environment. You can find this
plant in muddy areas on the north side of the
Garden, where this year, the Skunk Cabbage
population is expanding and producing
enormous specimens that are definitely a
conversation piece.

Volunteers are now focusing on weeding and
amending flower beds and borders, and have
started planting colorful annuals for the
upcoming summer season. Equisetum, or
horsetail rush, is even more abundant this year,
and impossible to eradicate, although top
growth can be easily cut or pulled off, improving
the appearance of the planting areas until re-
emergence.

Another major challenge, one that has
increased dramatically of recent years, is

finding flowering plants that do not appeal to the
ever-expanding deer population. If, when you
visit, you notice wire cages over newly planted
shrubs and flowers, be aware that this is our
latest method of deer control. We hope itis
less obnoxious than repellant sprays or plastic
netting.

Fortunately, deer don't seem to like the taste of Peonies.

Be sure to walk by the pond on your next trip to
the Garden and notice the improvements
recently made. Grant Ralston and his wife
volunteered many hours of labor over a 3 week
period to drain and clean the ponds of muck
and weeds, providing equipment and expertise
for a task that had been neglected for a very
long time. A big “thank you” from all of us to a
couple of hard-working and much appreciated
new volunteers.

It takes many willing hands to keep the Garden
growing, especially with all of the challenges of
replanting so many newly opened areas. If you
or anyone you know can find extra time on a
Tuesday at 10 AM, we would be delighted to
have you help us out.



Temptations

Here it is, late spring...a busy time indeed. I'm
itching to get the summer annuals in the
ground, but alas, it is hurry up and wait time, as
| have lots of bulbs in my ornamental areas.

It is tempting to remove the fading foliage from
the spring bulbs, but only do so if they are
brown and dry and easily dislodged by a gentle
tug. They are feeding next year's bulb and need
to stay in place until they are quite spent. Be
sure to remove the seed capsules from your
tulip and daffodil stems. Maturing seed will rob
nutrient from next year's bulb.

Perhaps assuage your desire for immediate
color and treat yourself to some Calibrachoas
[the market term is “Million Bells”] that look
terrific in baskets. Newly bred ones are
delightful...some double blossoms; some
interesting bi-colors. You don't have to break
the bank by buying ready-made baskets...do

it yourself for a lot less cash outlay. One
Calibrachoa will fill a sizeable basket by the end
of July. The same goes for trailing
fuchsias...small starts are usually available and
put on quite a show by the end of the summer.
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Siberian Iris bloom when the rhodys are at their peak.
Keep your eyes open for the irises...they are
starting to come into their own now...and it is
difficult to find a more beautiful, delicate flower.
Our Siberians are blooming at the Hansen
Garden. Come see, and take some home for
your garden from our plant sales area.

Aart Exhibit: “A Visual Mix”
Paintings by Arlon Gilliland

The Summer exhibit in the Connie Hanson
Gallery will be a series of paintings by Arlon
Gilliland. He enjoys working with natural
subjects: trees, grasses, landscapes, and
especially views of the sea from the local
beaches.

Arlon has taught watercolor painting at the Artist
Studio Association for 27 years. He says, “My
goal is to continue creating a Visual Mix of Art
for years to come, and have fun doing it.”

The exhibit will run from June 1 through to
August 31. We hope you stop in to see this
exhibit when you visit the Connie Hansen
Garden.
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“ANarm Glow Forest” by Arlon Gilliland



Roberta Baker
Roberta Baker has been our most faithful gardener
since 2015, keeping the garden beds free of
weeds. She is always ready to get her hands
dirty. | can also count on her to help with the Tea.

Karen Beechler

Karen Beechler has been a hostess since February
2017. She is such a valuable volunteer, always willing to
substitute for any extra days. Karen also keeps the
kitchen running at full speed at every tea. Karen
volunteers her time and computer expertise at several
different non-profits. | can always count on her help
whether to train new volunteers or make something
special for the Tea.

~Jenny Dahrens

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not currently a member and would like to
be, the options are listed below. Payments may be
sent to: Connie Hansen Garden Conservancy

PO Box 776, Lincoln City, OR 97367.

There are no meetings and no requirements.
Benefits of membership include this quarterly
publication, a 10% discount in our gift shop and the
joy of knowing you are helping to save this beautiful
garden!

__Individual $25
_____Senior individual $15
_____Supporter $100
____Business Supporter $100

Family $35
___Senior family $25
____Sponsor $500

Please send my "Gazette" by Email!
The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos

of the garden in its seasons.

Connie Hansen Garden is always open from
dawn to dusk for the public to visit, walk the
pathways, or sit and enjoy. The Garden House,
with Gallery and Giftshop, is open 10:00 am to
2:00pm.

Editors: Nancy Chase and Connie Peabody



